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A Chinatown (Chinese: # A fF]) is an ethnic enclave of Chinese people located outside Greater China,

most often in an urban setting. Areas known as "Chinatown" exist throughout the world, including

Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania, and the Americas.

The development of most Chinatowns typically resulted from mass migration to an area without any or

with very few Chinese residents. Binondo in Manila, established in 1594, is recognized as the world's

oldest Chinatown. Notable early examples outside Asia include San Francisco's Chinatown in the United

States and Melbourne's Chinatown in Australia, which were founded in the mid-19th century during

the California and Victoria gold rushes, respectively. A more modern example, in Montville, Connecticut,

was caused by the displacement of Chinese workers in the Manhattan Chinatown following
the September 11th attacks in 2001.

Oxford Dictionaries defines "Chinatown" as "... a district of any non-Asian town, especially a city

or seaport, in which the population is predominantly of Chinese origin".&l However, some Chinatowns

may have little to do with China.l”? Some "Viethamese" enclaves are in fact a city's "second Chinatown",
and some Chinatowns are in fact pan-Asian, meaning they could also be counted as

a Koreatown or Little India.! One example includes Asiatown in Cleveland, Ohio. It was initially referred

to as a Chinatown but was subsequently renamed due to the influx of non-Chinese Asian
Americans who opened businesses there. Today the district acts as a unifying factor for the Chinese,
Taiwanese, Korean, Japanese, Filipino, Indian, Viethamese, Cambodian, Laotian, Nepalese and Thai

communities of Cleveland.2

Further ambiguities with the term can include Chinese ethnoburbs which by definition are
"... suburban ethnic clusters of residential areas and business districts in large metropolitan
areas® where the intended purpose is to be "... as isolated from the white population as

Hispanics".l1 An article in The New York Times blurs the line further by categorizing very different

Chinatowns such as Chinatown, Manhattan, which exists in an urban setting as "traditional"; Monterey

Park's Chinatown, which exists in a "suburban" setting (and labeled as such); and Austin, Texas's

Chinatown, which is in essence a "fabricated" Chinese-themed mall. This contrasts with narrower

definitions, where the term only described Chinatown in a city setting.['2!

In some cities in Spain, the term barrio chino ('Chinese quarter') denotes an area, neighborhood or
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district where prostitution or other businesses are concentrated; i.e. a red-light district. Some examples
of this are the Chinatown of Salamanca and Barri Xinés, the Chinatown of Barcelona a part of El Raval,

although in Barcelona there was a small Chinese community in the 1930s.
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